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LEADER’S DESK
DR. RICHARD KORAL

License to Be Lazy
Here we are in July, the warmest time of 
the year. These are called the “dog days” 
because the sun is now perched in front 
of Canis Major, the dog constellation 
whose primary star, Sirius, is the brightest 
star in the sky. Presumably, the two stars 
are teaming up to bake and broil us here 
on earth.  

People should have the license to 
be lazy and siesta all afternoon in the 
heat of these days. Unfortunately, 
air-conditioning robbed us of that 
opportunity. Climate control has taken 
away our excuses to not work. 

There is something elemental and 
satisfying about living in tune with 
the changing seasons and by enduring 
the extremes that punctuate the 
yearly calendar.	

There was a time when many people 
in New York City would abandon the 
city to spend the summer in the country. 
When my mother was a child just after 
WWI, all the women and children of 
her extended family would decamp to 
the Catskills, and they would stay for 
the entire two months of summer. The 
men would come up on the weekends 
from their jobs in the city. Of course, 
the city was so much dirtier in those 
days. The hot streets would be fetid 
with horse manure, smoke, and exhaust. 
It was important to escape the city for 
a healthier atmosphere, and it was an 
exciting prospect for the children to 
leave Brooklyn for the trees, fields, and 
hills upstate.

Summer can be a time for discovery, be 
it a new book, a new place or friends.  As 

Walt Whitman wrote:  
Afoot and light-hearted I take to 	
the open road,
Healthy, free, the world before me,
The long brown path before me 		
leading wherever I choose.    

Vacations are a wonderful tradition. 
An article in Wikipedia claims that the 
custom was introduced by William 
the Conqueror of Normandy, where it 
facilitated the grape harvest. I doubt 
that is true. The grape harvest really 
takes place in the fall and, although the 
children in France were expected to leave 
school and participate in the “vendange,” 
that was hardly a vacation;  it was work. 

Here, too, in the States, many say that 
what is now the summer vacation was 
originally meant for work back in the 
days of the farming economy. Others 
insist that isn’t so...rather, the bulk of the 
farm work took place in the spring and 
the fall, not in the summer. Instead, it 
was acknowledged that the summer was 
too hot for school and many urban kids 
were going to the Catskills anyway. So, 
the summer break was really instituted 
for the sake of the kids.

Artificial or not, I think the summer 

vacation, whether it be the two-month 
school summer, the standard two-week 
office break, or just several “day-
cations” strung out over the season 
— it is a valuable and necessary break 
time, a sabbatical, a time-out.  It is an 
opportunity to live time slowly, to look 
up from the computer screen, the work 
bench, the spreadsheets, the grindstone, 
and gaze upon the sky, the grass, and the 
trees, and be open to new inspiration.

To see the Summer Sky 
is poetry, though never in a book it lie...

as Emily Dickenson observed.
The brain needs a change of pace in 

order to regenerate and to grow. Routine 
is not conducive to creative thoughts. 
We need to breathe and stretch! It is said 
that the brain’s frontal lobe networks, 
in the part of the brain responsible for 
reasoning, planning, decision-making, 
and judgment, work best for you in 
creative ways when the brain is quiet and 
relaxed, and not while you are struggling 
to find solutions to multiple problems 
while multitasking behind a desk.

Whitman, again:
I think heroic deeds were all 		
conceiv’d in the open air.

Sedition and rebellion may be 
concocted in the hot city, but creativity 
needs the free and open air — like that 
offered by the countryside or a nice park. 
So I hope everyone will take the time this 
summer to enjoy some hot, sultry, lazy 
days on the grass somewhere under the 
shade of a great maple, oak, or sycamore 
and let your imaginations roam free.

MAGGIE KEOGH
ABE MARKMAN 
HAZEL MAY & 
LOREN FOX
JACK OISHER
ARTHUR RUPEL
CLAUDIA SALTER

PLEDGE UPDATE
WE BROKE 100
Yay team! More members are coming through with their 
2017 pledges. More than 100 to date, for which we are so 
grateful. Your pledges help us to fund, and encourage us 
to plan our many wonderful programs, events, and ethical 
actions. (Pledges can be given to bookkeeper, Yolanta 
Kosmaczewska, in room 510, or mailed to her attention.)

We are delighted to thank the following: 

CONNECT WITH 
ETHICAL CULTURE! 

				         

Want to help improve our online presence? 
Spread the word. 

Send a Facebook message to 
@NYEthicalSociety. 

And tell your friends you’re at Ethical – 
#EthicsInAction.
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SUMMER 2017
Here’s wishing everyone a wonderful summer. 
Ethical Youth will not be meeting on Sundays at 
our usual schedule again until September. But, 
back by popular demand, we’ve got a wonderful 
mid-summer event— 

Rooftop Camping Night

The evening will feature a special story-telling and 
song circle. Bring food to share and your favorite 
pillow, and join us for a fun night under the moon 
and stars with your ethical family.

Saturday, July 29, 6pm
Potluck dinner at 7pm

RSVP by July 20: EthicsForChildren@NYSEC.org
Free for ETHICAL member families.  

Others are most welcome  -- $40 is suggested donation.   
(Participants are asked to sign a community agreement.)

ETHICAL YOUTH
& FAMILIES
AUDREY KINDRED 
Family, Children, and Teens Coord.

Early morning, Summer 2016 Sleepover

Ethical Youth In the News!
“…the mission of the program is to empower 
children” 

— Anne Klaeyson, Leader

We’re so pleased to share this article about 
us that appeared in NY Metro Parents, “The 
Benefits of Ethics for Kids,” by Samantha 
Neudorf: http://www.nymetroparents.com/
manhattan/article/benefits-of-ethics-for-children 
Enjoy it, and share it with your “friend families.”

ANNUAL 
AUTUMN GETAWAY

OCTOBER 13–15

At Stony Point Center

Some Highlights –
•	 Cocktails on the porch
•	 Storytelling and marshmallow-roasting around the campfire
•	 Music & Games
•	 Saturday Morning Colloquy 
•	 Off-grounds Adventure: 

Storm King Art Center 
$12, includes tour and transportation

•	 Poetry Appreciation Readings
•	 Ethical Family Dinner 
•	 Sunday Morning Platform

All Activities held in Meditation Space, The Art Space, or in Gilmor Sloane House

RESERVE TO ASSURE YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS.

Full Weekend Rate
Gilmor Sloane House (w/private bath)
$297 per person, double occupancy
includes transportation to and from Stony Point and all meals
(Friday dinner – Sunday lunch) 

$100 deposit 
Day Trip Rate
$70 per person
We’ll arrange as many driver/passenger rides as we can, and 
provide the train schedule with pickup at the station for others. 
Includes lunch and dinner on Saturday

$25 deposit

Give your deposit toYolanta, Room 510. 
Information: Maggie Determann x113

Financial Aid: Leader Anne Klaeysen x119
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A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO 
MINDFUL MEDITATION
Rob Hofman, Moderator
This is an introductory course in 
various mindful meditations. 

Wednesdays, July 5, 12, & 19
6–7:30pm

Adler Study, Room 514
Members Free, Guests $5 per session

EMPOWERING ETHICAL ELDERS
(monthly, 1st & 3rd Thursdays) 

Light refreshments served
Elliott Library, Room 507

Free
FINDING MEANING IN THE BIG 
CHANGES AND TRANSITIONS AS 
WE AGE
Cynthia Burke, Former Outreach 
Director, Friends Indeed 

July 6, 6–8pm
HOUSE CALLS: 
WHEN OLD IS NEW AGAIN
Dr. M. Victoria Kopke, MD

July 20, 6–8pm

THE MANY ROLES OF 
GRANDPARENTS IN NYC TODAY
Brandy Orange, Community 
Coordinator, NYC Dept. for the Aging

Aug. 3, 6–8pm

ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES
Dr. Richard Koral, Leader, Ethical 
Culture NYC; and Gary Barberio, 
Director, Community Affairs, NYC 
Human Resources Administration

Aug. 17, 6–8pm

ETHICAL DEATH CAFÉ 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Simpson, 
Bereavement Program Community 
Outreach Coordinator at 
Caring Hospice Services
We’ll gather in a relaxed and safe setting 
to discuss death, drink tea, and eat 
delicious cake as we strive to increase 
our awareness of death and help one
another make the most of our (finite) 
lives. Topics include health-care proxies, 
ethical wills, and green burial.  

Wednesdays, July 19 & Aug. 23, 
2:30–4:30pm

(monthly, 4th Wednesday;  
also 2nd Sunday: see p. 8 )

Ceremonial Hall 
Members Free, Guests $5 per session

GREAT BOOKS
Tamara Bedic and Carol Kennedy,
Co-organizers and event hosts
Read the selections in advance, and be 
prepared to discuss the questions that 
interest you by referring to the specific 
related text and reading it to the group. 
Visit meetup.com/Manhattan-Great-
Books-Discussion-Group for more details.
July 12	THE SLAVE, Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, translation by Cecil Hemley 
(October 1, 1988)
Aug. 2 CANDIDE, Voltaire, Oxford 
World’s Classics edition (July 6, 2006)

Wednesday, 7–9pm
(monthly, 1st Wednesday)
Elliott Library, Room 507

Members Free, Guests $5 per session

JOY OF PERSONAL WRITING
Elaine Berman-Gurney, Instructor
Get started writing, find your writing 
impulse and work on basic and more 
complex writing skills. You can belong 
to a supportive group of writers, some 
just starting and others with more 
experience. All are welcome. (Fee 
includes all sessions.) 

Advance registration and payment required.
FIVE SESSIONS, starting Aug. 1

12:30–2:30pm
Adler Study, Room 514

Members $100, Guests $140
 
LEADER’S LUNCH 
DISCUSSIONS 
Moderated by Ethical NYC Members
SUMMER THEME: “Mixed Bag”
7/6 — “Before Straight and Gay” by 
Deborah Cohen, The Atlantic, March 2017
 7/13 — “Future Tension” by Anthony 
Sudbery, Aeon, 12/13/16
7/20 — “Disgust Made Us Human” by 
Kathleen McAuliffe, Aeon, 6/6/16
7/27 — ““Darwin Was a Slacker and 
You Should Be Too” by Alex Soojung-
Kim Pang, Nautilus, 3/30/17
8/3 — “The Philosophy Toolkit” by 
Sam Dresser, Aeon, 4/3/17
8/10 — “The Strange Persistence of 
Guilt” by Wilfred M. McClay, The 
Hedgehog Review, vol. 19 no. 1, Spring 2-17 
8/17 — “Invisible Manipulators of 
Your Mind” by Tamsin Shaw, New York 

Review of Books, 4/20/17
8/24 — “The Academy’s Assault on 
Intellectual Diversity” by Robert Byers, 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, 3/19/17 
8/31 — “The Cultured Life” by Joseph 
Epstein, The Weekly Standard, 3/20/17

 Thursdays, 12–1:30pm
Elliott Library, Room 507

Free

MASSIMO’S PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ
Prof. Massimo Pigliucci, Moderator
What’s philosophy good for? 
Based on the principle of the Socratic 
dialogue, each meeting has a simple theme, 
(e.g. Should we be afraid of death? What 
are the ethics of eating?), introduced by 
a short, accessible reading, with open 
discussion, sharpening our thinking 
about the subject of that session. This 
month we’ll discuss these questions: 
Does philosophy have value in the 
modern world? Is it practical? Has it been 
superseded by science? Suggested readings 
are articles in Footnotes to Plato’s Blog. 
July 26  “On the Crucial Importance of 
Rhetoric”
Aug. 16  “Prove it! Who’s got the Burden 
of Proof?”

Wednesdays, 6–8pm 
(monthly, 3rd Wednesday)
Elliott Library, Room 507

Members Free, Guests $5 per session

STOIC SCHOOL OF LIFE 
Prof. Massimo Pigliucci, Moderator
The Stoic School of Life is inspired by 
the ancient Greco-Roman schools of 
philosophy — Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, 
Epictetus, and many others simply gave 
lectures about their favorite topics, and 
engaged in Socratic discussions with 
people. We will examine the theory and 
practice of Stoicism as a modern applied 
philosophy that aids us in navigating a world 
in some ways just as confusing and uncertain 
as that of ancient Athens and Rome.

Time to go back to some of the 
original sources of Stoicism: the 
slave-turned-teacher Epictetus, who 
directly inspired the emperor Marcus 
Aurelius. We will resume our reading 
and discussion of Epictetus’ Handbook, 
his manual for advanced Stoic training 
(based on the notes of his student, 
Arrian). We will begin with #28: 

For Advance Registration contact Maggie 
Determann, Membership Coordinator:

mdetermann@nysec.org 
212-874-5210 x113

EXPLORE ETHICAL
SHARE IDEAS, TAKE ACTION, HAVE FUN
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SUNDAY MORNING PLATFORM MEETINGS
11am, Ceremonial Hall, 4th Floor

JOIN US FOR BAGELS & COFFEE BREAKFAST AT 10AM, $5 PER PERSON

JULY 2	  QUESTIONS
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical Societies of Philadelphia and Baltimore           Richard Koral presides	       

                                              One of the most profound characteristics of the human race is our ability to question. This talent is fundamental 
to the scientific method and to the construction of knowledge. It is fundamental to liberating skepticism and free 
thought.  Persistent questioning can confuse and vex us, and it can liberate us. Questions can provoke oppression 

by authorities devoted to defending the status quo. Just ask Socrates. Hugh Taft-Morales will explore this topic by asking more 
questions that you may want to hear!
Hugh Taft-Morales, in addition to serving as Leader of two Ethical Societies, is President of the National Leaders Council of the American Ethical Union (AEU), 
is on the Board of Peace Day Philly, and is a member of the clergy caucus with both Philadelphians Organized to Witness Empower and Rebuild (POWER) 
and Baltimoreans United in Leadership Development (BUILD). Hugh taught philosophy and history for 25 years in Washington, D.C., after which he transi-
tioned into Ethical Culture Leadership, certified by the American Ethical Union (AEU) in 2010. Hugh and his wife, Maureen, live in Takoma Park, Maryland. 
They have three children – Sean (30), Maya (24), and Justin (22).

Our shared charity is the Museum Magnet School (PS 191), a pre-kindergarten through 8th-grade school where classrooms parallel the museum 
process: exploring, experimenting, explaining, and exhibiting. They break beyond the walls of the classroom through the constant use of technology and 
museum education, emphasizing curiosity, cutting edge curriculum, creativity, collaboration, and confidence. 

JULY 9	     WAYS TO ETHICALLY ENHANCE OUR INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS
Bart Worden, AEU Executive Director, 	                                                 Joe Fashing presides
Leader, Ethical Culture Society of Westchester
We live, so we often hear, in a highly connected age. Wherever we go, so go our tethers to the information age 
— our smartphones, tablets, notebooks, and PCs. And yet, despite having the technology to connect, we seem 

to be living in a time of growing divisions between people. The usual suspects for division— race, wealth, religion, and politics —
are, it seems, stronger than ever, and our capacity to influence those divisions appears to be diminishing rapidly. Bart Worden’s talk 
examines ways to ethically enhance our connections with others,  especially with people whose outlook differs greatly from our own.
BART WORDEN, in addition to being AEU Executive Director and Leader at the Ethical Culture Society of Westchester, has worked in human services as a 
social worker for over 30 years, with a focus on serving individuals with psychiatric disabilities, and has been an administrator for a variety of rehabilitative 
and recovery-oriented programs. Bart’s recent social justice efforts have focused on addressing bias and discrimination in communities in Westchester County. 
He is a member several civil rights organizations.

Our shared charity is the American Ethical Union (AEU), which creates, nurtures, and inspires ethical humanist communities to foster a world that 
is democratic, compassionate, just, and sustainable.

JULY 16	  REPORTING FROM MEXICO IN THE AGE OF TRUMP 
Prof. Gregory Berger, Journalist, Filmmaker	 Maggie Determann presides                                                                                     
(Continued from p. 1) For nearly two decades, GREG BERGER has satirized Mexican politics and reported on social movements with humor and insight. His 
parodies have been seen by millions of viewers in Mexico and internationally. A confessed “recovering documentary filmmaker,” he is Co-Director of the 
Mexico-based School of Authentic Journalism, an intensive training program for communicators and organizers in the art of reporting on social movements. 
Greg is also a Professor of Film and Video in the Art Department of the Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Morelos, in Cuernavaca. His current project is 
the “El Joe T. Hodo Show,” an online comedy talk show produced in collaboration with community organizers from throughout Mexico.

Our shared charity, the Fund for Authentic Journalism, supports the investigative journalism of Narco News and its reporters, and the training of new 
generations to do this work through the School of Authentic Journalism, where journalists learn how movements work, and how to get the story right. 

JULY 23			  ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION     
Costa Constantinides, NYC Councilman	 Monica Weiss presides                                                                                     

 NYC Council (22nd District) member and chairman of the Council’s Environmental Protection Committee, Costa 
Constantinides will discuss the environmental legislation that the City Council has passed in the last four years and 
what else remains to be done as we push to meet our goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050.

COSTA CONSTANIDES, who is the first Greek-Cypriot-American elected to office in NYC, also sits on six additional Council committees: Civil Service & 
Labor, Contracts, Cultural Affairs, Oversight & Investigations, Sanitation, and Transportation. The Council’s 22nd District includes his native Astoria, along 
with parts of Jackson Heights, Woodside, and East Elmhurst. Environmental policy has been a priority for him. Costa’s bill to reduce carbon emissions 80% 
by 2050 was unanimously passed by the Council. To help achieve this, Costa has sponsored additional legislation to encourage more use of solar, wind, 
geothermal, and biofuels. Costa also helped pass a landmark zoning agreement on a future development in Astoria, legislation under which, for the first time 
in city history, a developer is required to provide permanently affordable housing.
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The shared charity for Sunday, July 23, is Our Children’s Trust, whose mission is to protect the earth’s atmosphere and natural systems for present 
and future generations. They lead a game-changing legal campaign seeking systemic, science-based emissions reductions and climate recovery policy at 
all levels of government; and they give young people — those with most at stake in the climate crisis — a voice to favorably impact their futures.

JULY 30	           KAYLA AND ME
Fritz Williams, Leader Emeritus, Baltimore Ethical Society                                     Sarah Tielemans presides
Fritz reflects on his relationship with Kayla, his granddaughter, who is serving a four-year sentence as an 
accomplice to a violent crime.  She and her boyfriend became addicted to heroin, and she was waiting for him in 

their car (the car they were living in) while he pretended he had a gun and attempted to rob a convenience store.  Fritz wrote to 
the judge , but failed in his attempt to secure a more moderate sentence. Now, every six weeks he makes a 700-mile round-trip to 
visit her at a women’s prison near Erie, PA, and every week he writes a letter —135 letters so far and counting.
FRITZ WILLIAMS, now in his 80s, is enjoying his fourth career.  In the 1960s he worked as a parish priest at Episcopal churches in Philadelphia and Bucks 
County, PA.  In the 1970s he wrote and produced educational programs and documentaries at WITF-TV (PBS), Harrisburg, PA. In the 1980s he helped create 
a media and community campaign at WTVS-TV (PBS), Detroit, calling attention to the needs of young people in that troubled and racially divided metro area. 
In the 1990s and the opening decade of the 21st century, he served two terms as leader of the Baltimore Ethical Society. Currently, he is attempting to express 
his deepest and most personal memories, ideas, and fantasies in writing prose and poetry, fiction and nonfiction.

This week’s shared charity is Prisoner Visitation and Support, a network of trained visitors who provide companionship and friendship to prisoners 
in US federal and military prisons.

AUGUST 6	 	 HUMANISM IS ALSO A WAY OF LIFE
Dr. Richard Koral, Leader	     Bonnie Bean presides                                                                                     
Many of those who call themselves Humanists think of it as a logical, normal, and unremarkable way to be. From 
time to time we must remind ourselves just how unique, modern, and radical a statement Humanism offers in 

the history of civilization, and how it continues to be subject to suppression both here and around the world.
This week’s shared charity is the Humanist Institute, whose vision is to provide educational opportunities that serve Humanist and Secular 
communities in a world where Humanism is a widely accepted and respected life-stance.

AUGUST 13	           EMBRACING SANKOFA... 
Christian Hayden, Ethical Society of Philadelphia	 Hazel May presides                                          
(continued from p. 1) This week’s shared charity is the Humanist Service Corps (HSC), an international volunteering program guided by the 
principles of secular humanism. HSC collaborates with local organizations and individuals to empower members of the local communities, protect 
human rights, and provide basic needs — access to education, healthcare, and jobs.

AUGUST 20	 DECENCY AND DEMOCRACY: THE ETHICS OF GOOD NEIGHBORS     
Dr. Robert Berson, Leader, Ethical Society of Northern Westchester	     Dick Van Deusen presides                         
Sharing some of the work of Professor Nancy Rosenblum, I will ask, What is a neighbor? Who are our neighbors? 
and What is special—positive and problematic—about our relationships with neighbors?  I’ll share some of my own 

experiences with neighbors, and ask what might characterize the unique dimensions of the ethics of good neighbors, and how 
those dimensions relate to Ethical Culture.
DR. ROBERT J. BERSON is a clinical psychologist with a practice in Manhattan. Bob is a graduate of the Fieldston School (the Ethical Culture Schools) and 
of the Sunday School of the Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture. He graduated from Haverford College and earned graduate degrees at Harvard 
University, Bank Street College of Education, Teachers College, and the City University of New York. He taught in the Ethics Department at Fieldston and has 
worked in the counseling services at a number of colleges and universities in the New York metropolitan area.

This week’s shared charity is the Coalition for the Homeless, the nation’s oldest advocacy and direct service organization helping homeless men, 
women, and children. 

AUGUST 27	 PLAY-READING – GOOD AFTERNOON     
Ethics and the Theater Committee	     Pat Debrovner presides                                                                                     
An ex-Internet reputation specialist who’s lost his own reputation pays a visit to new neighbor.  Over tea, cookies, 
and bourbon, they discover they share a similarly sordid past. Post-performance discussion led by Betsy Ungar.	

	 This week’s shared charity is The Actors’ Fund, a national human services organization that helps all professionals in performing 
arts and entertainment. The Fund is a safety net, providing programs and services for those who are in need, crisis, or transition.

HELPING HANDS 
FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, 
COMPANIONS, AND CAREGIVERS

Through the Empowering Ethical Elders program, social workers Mark 
Zilberman and Wendy Panken are available to consult with you and 
provide personal guidance. Call for an appointment: 212-721-4407
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TRIBUTE TO DR. PHYLLIS HARRISON-ROSS
The Society for Ethical Culture 
and our Social Service Board 
hosted the Phyllis Harrison-Ross 
Public Service Tribute Luncheon 

on Saturday, June 3. The program included wonderful 
entertainment by jazz saxophonist Lonnie Youngblood, a 
lovely catered lunch, and a wonderful program moderated 
by NY1 anchor Cheryl Wills. 

The afternoon featured a very moving talk by former 
Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter, a tribute film of Dr. 

Harrison-Ross produced by Roland Marconi, and special 
words from former US Congressman Charles Rangel, 
Dr. Marcella Maxwell, Dr. Richard Dudley, and NYSEC 
President Elizabeth Singer. Manhattan Borough President 
Gale Brewer presented a proclamation noting June 3 as 
“Dr. Phyllis Harrison-Ross Public Service Awareness Day.” 

The attendees, upwards of 100, included our former 
Mayor and the Society’s first Champions of Change 
award recipient, David Dinkins. The day was very 
enjoyable for all.  
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Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh is famously quoted as 
proclaiming that he “arrives home” at “every step.” 
Such is the blessing of enlightenment. By contrast, 
my own life journey to date might well be recorded 
as “largely meandering with occasional stumbles into 
chance significant moments.” When such moments 
do happen, though, I am shaken sufficiently awake 
to ask: “Well, here I am: what now?” 

That was just the state of being in which I found 
myself one wet and windy Sunday morning not too 
long ago, having stumbled upon a signboard on the 
corner of West 64th Street and Central Park West. 
I casually followed a couple of similarly dripping 
people into the building and we entered a small 
elevator. “Hello,” one of them said, “Welcome to 
our meeting.” 

I had no idea what the meeting would be about, 
or that a “moment” was starting to happen. But 
as I stepped from that elevator at the fourth floor, 
I sensed a certain “something” that I still cannot 
wholly describe. It very soon became actualized, 
however. I entered the meeting space to a succes-
sion of further friendly greetings and, opening the 
program, gave an almighty sigh as I read the word 
“nontheistic.” Home at last, with luck. 

Since then, the Ethical Culture movement, and 
the New York Society in particular, have opened my 
mind afresh with its culture of informed discourse, 
its unflinching commitment to social justice and the 
defense of human rights, and its determination not 
to countenance the untenable. Quite an agenda — 
and I’m sure I’ve missed bits out. 

A lot of water has flowed under the bridge during 
my four score years, including the past twelve 
adjusting myself as an immigrant from the UK, with 
the help of my American wife. Now I find myself 
entering further adventures at NYSEC, and happy 
with the thought. 

P.S. FROM SY  
Sy Amkraut, whose Ethical and Me column appeared 
in our June issue, adds this:

One more thing. Eight years ago I fell in love with 
Bernette Rudolph. Iintroduced her to Ethical. 
Bernette enjoys the friendships that she has made here. 

Dear Members,
We’d be delighted to add your “Ethical and Me” story 
to a future issue of Ethical Outlook. (And if you need 
help in writing or editing it, we’ll provide that.) 
Please get in touch with Elinore Kaplan, editor, at 
ethicaloutlook@gmail.com. 

ETHICAL 
CULTURE 
& ME

LARRY HURST

ETHICAL STAFF

212-874-5210
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Yalitza Garcia-Krawczyk,  
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David Gracia, 
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Yolanta Kosmaczewska,  
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Marie Orraca, 
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Elinore Kaplan, 
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Elizabeth Singer, President 
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OUR
ETHICAL 
FAMILY

MARGARET DETERMANN
Assistant to the Leaders for 
Membership Development  
Our Ethical family continues to grow by 
leaps and bounds as this month we welcome 
two new members. Richard L. McBride 
learned of the Society by listening to 
WQXR in the 1960s and is the husband 
of former AEU president and longtime 
NYSEC member Ellen McBride. He has 
been involved with Ethical Culture (Bergen) 
since 1964 but, luckily for us, decided to 
become a member of the New York Society.  

Our next new member is Claudia 
Slater. The vivacious Claudia spent most 
of her life on the west coast, but is now 
happily established on the UWS. She is 
a screenwriter who describes herself as an 
“on-off social activist” who hopes to be 
mostly “on” by becoming more involved 
with Ethical Culture. Claudia found 
NYSEC online and began attending Sunday 
platforms. She is also very interested in 
becoming a volunteer at our women’s shelter. 

Please give these two a warm welcome 
when you see them here at the Meeting 
House and keep your eyes open for an 
invitation to a welcome reception for new 
and longtime members alike in the very 
near future!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MEMBERS...  
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All the more reason to attend a Sunday platform 
meeting or any one of our “Explore Ethical” programs.
You’re always welcome! 

NOT A MEMBER?

JULY						         AUGUST
11am PLATFORM – Questions

HOLIDAY – Building Closed

6pm A Beginner’s Guide to Mediation
6pm Wisdom and World Affairs

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion
6pm Empowering Ethical Elders

11am PLATFORM – Ways to Enhance 
our Interpersonal Communications
1:30pm Ethical Death Café
1:30pm Ethics in the News

5:30pm Ethical Board of Trustees

2pm TED Talks
2pm Community Circle

6pm A Beginner’s Guide to Meditation
6pm Community Circle
7pm Great Books

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion

11am PLATFORM – Reporting from MX 
in the Age of Trump

7pm Newcomer Reception

6pm Wisdom and World Affairs
6:30pm Topical Study Group

6pm A Beginner’s Guide to Meditation

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion
6pm Empowering Ethical Elders

7pm JAZZ NIGHT

11am PLATFORM – Environmental
 Legislation

6pm Stoic School of Life

2pm TED Talks

2:30pm Ethical Death Café
6pm A Beginner’s Guide to Meditation
6pm Massimo’s Philosophy Café

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion

6pm  ROOFTOP CAMPING NIGHT

11am PLATFORM – Kayla & Me

SUN	 1
TUES  	 4
WED 	 5

THUR	 6

SUN	 9

MON 	 10
TUES	 11

WED	 12

THUR 	 13
SUN 	 16

MON	 17
TUES	 18

WED	 19
THUR 	 20

FRI	 21
SUN 	 23

MON	 24
TUES	 25
WED	 26

THUR 	 27
SAT	 29
SUN	 30

6pm Wisdom and World Affairs

7pm Great Books

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion
6pm Empowering Ethical Elders 

7pm Ethics in Film: Casablanca

11am PLATFORM – Humanism is a Way of Life

5:30pm Ethical Board of Trustees
6pm Stoic School of Life

2pm TED Talks
2pm Community Circle

6pm Community Circle

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion

11am PLATFORM – Embracing Sankofa
1:30pm Ethical Death Café
1:30pm Ethics in the News

6:30pm Topical Study Group

6pm Massimo’s Philosophy Café

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion
6pm Empowering Ethical Elders

11am PLATFORM – Ethics of Good Neighbors

6pm Stoic School of Life
7pm Newcomer Reception

2pm TED Talks
6pm Wisdom and World Affairs

2:30pm Ethical Death Café

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion

11am PLATFORM – Play-Reading – 
GOOD AFTERNOON  

12pm Leader Lunch Discussion

TUES	 1
WED 	 2
THUR 	 3

FRI	 4
SUN	 6
MON 	 7

TUES	 8

WED	 9
THUR 	 10
SUN 	 13

TUES	 15
WED	 16
THUR 	 17

SUN 	 20
MON	 21

TUES	 22

WED	 23
THUR 	 24
SUN	 27

THUR 	 31
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ETHICAL OUTLOOK

ETHICAL
We are Ethical Culture NYC,
a humanist community dedicated to ethics, social justice, and education since 1876.

We celebrate life’s joys, support each other through life’s crises, 
and work to make the world a better place.

Join us for hundreds of community and cultural programs 
where people meet to explore and embrace ethical living.

Learn more about us at our website, www.ETHICAL.nyc — 
or, better still, visit with us.  You’re always welcome.


